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A new opportunity for circular economy startups: U-START circular call
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Veolia, the world leader on environmental services in the fields of waste, energy, water for cities and industries, and EIT RawMaterials, the strongest consortium in the field of raw materials worldwide, team up to launch the next joint U-START (startup programme) circular campaign.

Based on the first successful experience of the U-START call on “circular economy” last year, the two partners wish to engage a second joint call in 2017, scouting startups with sustainable business ideas in the fields of circular economy with focus on innovative concepts in:

· Recycling technologies for complex waste streams with a focus on composites materials

· WEEE (waste of electrical and electronic equipment) recycling with focus on recycling of precious metals and rare earth elements

· Ecodesign concepts for improved recycling.

The goal of this initiative is to start cooperation with up to five game changing startups. The support package for the two years incubation program contains seed funding, business coaching by EIT Raw Materials, industrial mentoring by Veolia and offices in the startup ecosystem of EUREF Campus in Berlin.

Etienne Petit, CEO of Veolia Germany emphasizes the strategic importance of Open Innovation for Veolia. ”The cooperation between innovative startups, entrepreneurs and small and medium enterprises with the Veolia ecosystem allows for a rapid and successful integration of the innovation. The partnership with EIT RawMaterials has proven to be successful in promoting promising innovative startups.”

“The ambition is to accelerate the time to market of the innovative concepts through the joined forces of EIT RawMaterials and Veolia.” says Andreas Klossek, COO of EIT RawMaterials. “We seek solutions with a business relevance within three to five years, but also societal and environmental benefits, that will strengthen the European competitive position in raw materials.” 

Startups can apply online to the joined incubation programme up to 08 September 2017 at www.veolia.de/u-start. 

About Veolia

Veolia group is the global leader in optimized resource management. With over 163 000 employees worldwide, the Group designs and provides water, waste and energy management solutions that contribute to the sustainable development of communities and industries. Through its three complementary business activities, Veolia helps to develop access to resources, preserve available resources, and to replenish them.

In 2016, the Veolia group supplied 100 million people with drinking water and 61 million people with wastewater service, produced 54 million megawatt hours of energy and converted 30 million metric tons of waste into new materials and energy. Veolia Environnement (listed on Paris Euronext: VIE) recorded consolidated revenue of €24.39 billion in 2016. www.veolia.com
In Germany 12,000 employees are working in the fields of water, waste and energy management at 300 or so locations of Veolia and its related companies. In partnership with municipalities they are working for more than 13 million people. Veolia Germany also provides cus-tomized services for private and commercial customers as well as commercial and industrial enterprises. In its three business activities, Veolia Germany generated an annual turnover of €1.7 billion in 2016. 
Visit us at www.veolia.de or follow us on Twitterwww.twitter.com/veoliade.
About EIT RawMaterials
EIT RawMaterials, initiated and funded by the EIT (European Institute of Innovation and Technology), a body of the European Union, is the largest and strongest consortium in the raw materials sector worldwide. 

Its mission is to develop raw materials into a major strength for Europe by boosting competitiveness, growth and attractiveness of the European raw materials sector via radical innovation, new education approaches and guided entrepreneurship. 

EIT RawMaterials unites more than 100 partners – academic and research institutions as well as businesses – from more than 20 EU countries. Together we collaborate on finding new, innovative solutions to secure the supply of the raw materials and improve the sector all along the value chain – from extraction to processing, from recycling to reuse. 

www.eitrawmaterials.eu/  
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